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La. R.S. 40:2841-2846 LOUISIANA EMERGENCY RESPONSE NETWORK (LERN) 
 
§2841.  Legislative purpose 

The legislature declares that in order to safeguard the public health, safety, and 
welfare of the people of this state against unnecessary trauma and time-sensitive related 
deaths and incidents of morbidity due to trauma, a comprehensive, coordinated statewide 
system for access to regional trauma-patient care throughout the state be 
established.  This system shall be compatible and interfaced with the Governor's Office 
of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness. 

Acts 2004, No. 248, §1, eff. June 15, 2004; Acts 2006, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 35, §4, 
eff. March 1, 2006; Acts 2006, No. 442, §3, eff. June 15, 2006. 
 
§2842.  Definitions 

As used in this Chapter the following terms shall have the following meanings: 
(1)  "Board" means the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Board. 
(2)  "Department" means the Department of Health and Hospitals. 
(3)  "Louisiana Emergency Response Network" (LERN) means the statewide 

system of regional trauma-patient care that is an organized, seamless, coordinated effort 
among each component of care including pre-hospital, acute care, post-acute care, 
rehabilitation, and injury prevention in a defined geographic area which provides access 
to local health systems for time-sensitive patient care treatment and is integrated with 
local public health systems and the Governor's Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness. 

(4)  "Network" means the Louisiana Emergency Response Network. 
Acts 2004, No. 248, §1, eff. June 15, 2004; Acts 2006, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 35, §4, 

eff. March 1, 2006; Acts 2006, No. 442, §3, eff. June 15, 2006. 
 
§2843.  Louisiana Emergency Response Network; creation; domicile 

A.  The Louisiana Emergency Response Network is hereby created as a network 
which, through its board, shall direct the efforts to decrease trauma-related deaths and 
incidents of morbidity and mortality due to trauma in Louisiana.  By maximizing the 
integrated delivery of optimal resources for patients who ultimately need acute trauma 
care, the network shall address the daily demands of trauma care and form the basis for 
disaster preparedness.  The resources required for each component of the system shall 
be clearly identified, deployed, and studied to ensure that all injured patients gain access 
to the appropriate level of care in a timely, coordinated, and cost-effective manner. 

B.  The domicile of the network shall be Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
Acts 2004, No. 248, §1, eff. June 15, 2004. 

 
§2844.  Governing board; membership, appointment, terms, compensation, 

vacancies 
A. There is hereby established within the department the Louisiana Emergency 

Response Network Board. 
B. The network shall be governed by a board of twenty-nine members which shall 

include: 
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(1) One cardiologist from nominees submitted by the Louisiana Chapter of the 
American College of Cardiology. 

(2) One member from nominees submitted by the Rural Hospital Coalition to 
represent hospitals with fewer than sixty beds. 

(3) One member from nominees submitted by the Metropolitan Hospital Council of 
New Orleans to represent hospitals with one hundred beds or more. 

(4) One member from nominees submitted by the Louisiana Hospital Association 
to represent a service district hospital. 

(5) Two members from nominees submitted by the Louisiana Department of 
Health which shall include a member from the office of behavioral health. 

(6) One member from nominees submitted by the Governor's Office of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Preparedness. 

(7) Two members from nominees submitted by the Louisiana State Medical 
Society which shall include a member specializing in pediatric surgery.  

(8) One member from nominees submitted by the Louisiana Medical Association. 
(9) One member from nominees submitted by the Committee on Trauma or 

American College of Surgeons. 
(10) One member from nominees submitted by the Louisiana American College of 

Emergency Physicians. 
(11) One member from nominees submitted by the Louisiana State University 

Health Sciences Center at Shreveport. 
(12) One member from nominees submitted by the Louisiana State University 

Health Sciences Center at New Orleans. 
(13) One member from nominees submitted by Tulane University Health Sciences 

Center. 
(14) One member from nominees submitted by the Louisiana State Coroners 

Association. 
(15) Two members from the Louisiana House of Representatives. 
(16) Two members from the Louisiana Senate. 
(17) One 211 member of the Louisiana Alliance of Information and Referral 

Systems. 
(18) One member of the Louisiana Rural Ambulance Alliance. 
(19) One 911 member of the National Emergency Number Association. 
  
(20) One member of the Louisiana Hospital Association rehabilitation constituency 

group. 

(21) One physician from nominees submitted by the American Stroke Association. 
(22) One registered nurse practicing in emergency or critical care from nominees 

submitted by the Louisiana State Board of Nursing. 
(23) One medical director of an emergency medical services agency from 

nominees submitted by the Louisiana Association of EMS Physicians.  
(24) One optometrist from nominees submitted by the Optometry Association 

of Louisiana. 
(25) One member who shall be a representative of a burn center that is verified by 

the American Burn Association. 
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C. (1) The members listed in Paragraphs (B)(1) through (14) and (17) through (24) 
of this Section shall be appointed by the governor from a list of qualified candidates 
nominated by the respective organizations. 

(2) The organizations listed in Paragraphs (B)(1) through (14) and (17) through 
(24) of this Section shall each submit a list of at least four nominees for the respective 
board position to the governor. 

(3) The members listed in Paragraphs (B)(15) and (16) of this Section shall be 
appointed by the speaker of the House of Representatives and the president of the 
Senate, respectively. 

D. All members of the board shall serve terms of three years, except for initial terms 
beginning on the effective date of this Chapter, and determined by lot at the first meeting 
of the board as follows: 

(1) Six shall serve until July 1, 2005. 
(2) Seven shall serve until July 1, 2006. 
(3) Seven shall serve until July 1, 2007. 
E. The chairman shall be elected by the board for a term to be determined by the 

board and no member shall serve more than two consecutive terms as chairman. 
F. Each appointment by the governor shall be subject to Senate confirmation. 
G. Each board member shall serve without compensation. Legislators shall receive 

the same per diem and travel reimbursement for attending meetings of the board as is 
normally provided for members of the legislature. Nonlegislative board members may 
receive reimbursement for expenses in accordance with the guidelines of the entity they 
represent. 

H. The board shall adopt rules and regulations to provide for the governance of the 
board. Such rules and regulations shall include but not be limited to: 

(1) Procedures for the election of board officers, including terms of office and 
methods and grounds for removal. 

(2) Procedures and grounds for the removal of any board member. Grounds for 
removal shall include conviction of a felony or may include failure to meet board 
attendance rules as provided by rule. 

I. Procedures for filling a vacancy created by the removal, resignation, or death of 
any board member prior to the end of the board member's term shall follow those used 
for initial appointments. 

J. The number of board members necessary to constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business shall never be less than one third of the entire membership of the 
board. A majority vote of the board members constituting a quorum shall be necessary 

for any action taken by the board. 
 
Added by Acts 2004, No. 248, § 2, eff. June 15, 2004. Amended by Acts 2006, 1st 

Ex.Sess., No. 35, § 4, eff. March 1, 2006; Acts 2006, No. 426, § 1; Acts 2010, No. 934, § 
1; Acts 2019, No. 434, § 7, eff. June 30, 2019. 

 
 
§2845.  Board; functions, powers, and duties 

A. The board shall: 
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(1) Establish and maintain a statewide trauma system that shall include a 
centralized communication center for resource coordination of medical capabilities for 
participating trauma centers as defined by R.S. 40:2171 and emergency medical 
services. 

(2) Provide for implementation of a network and plan designed to achieve: 
(a) A reduction of deaths and incidents of morbidity caused by trauma and time-

sensitive illnesses. 
(b) A reduction in the number and severity of disabilities caused by trauma. 
(c) Measures to demonstrate a return on investment for the LERN system. 
(d) Implementation of regional injury prevention programs. 
(3)(a) Establish and appoint nine regional commissions that correspond with the 

nine administrative regions of the department. These regional commissions shall 

implement and manage each regional component of the network. The board shall 
promulgate rules and regulations to provide for the duties and responsibilities of the nine 
regional commissions. 

(b) The membership of each commission shall consist of the following members 
including but not limited to: 

(i) A representative from the Governor's Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness. 

(ii) The Louisiana Department of Health, office of public health regional medical 
director. 

(iii) A representative of local ambulance services. 
(iv) A representative of emergency medical response. 
(v) A hospital chief executive officer or administrative representative from a 

hospital with less than sixty beds. 
(vi) A hospital chief executive officer or administrative representative from a 

hospital with more than one hundred beds. 
(vii) A hospital chief executive officer or an administrative representative from a 

service district hospital. 
(viii) A representative of the local component society of the Louisiana State 

Medical Society. 
(ix) A representative of the local chapter of the Louisiana Medical Association. 
(x) A specialist from the American College of Emergency Physicians. 
(xi) A specialist from the American College of Surgeons. 
(xii) A representative from the Louisiana Chapter of the National Emergency 

Number Association. 

(4)(a) Enter into interagency agreements with the department, the Governor's 
Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness, and such other entities, 
public or private, as may be necessary to assure continuity of care during emergencies. 

(b) Agreements between the board and these entities shall provide for the 
protocols of mandatory data collection and shall include provisions regarding the specific 
data to be shared among the entities, the individual or individuals allowed by each party 
to have access to the other party's data, and the security arrangements between the 
parties to ensure the protection of the data from unauthorized access that would threaten 
the privacy of individuals and the confidentiality of the data. 
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(c) The parties shall not agree to share data pursuant to a specific agreement if 
any law would otherwise prohibit the sharing of such data by the parties. 

(d) The parties shall protect all individually identifiable health information to the 
extent of their ability within the context of the mission of the Louisiana Emergency 
Response Network. 

(5) Hold regular quarterly meetings and special meetings as necessary for the 
conduct of its business. Special meetings may be called upon forty-eight-hour notice by 
the chairperson, or in his absence, upon the written authorization of a majority of the 
members of the board. 

(6)(a) Establish and maintain a statewide trauma registry to collect and analyze 
data on the incidence, severity, and causes of trauma, including traumatic brain injury. 
The registry shall be used to improve the availability and delivery of pre-hospital or out-

of-hospital care and hospital trauma care services. 
(b) The board shall promulgate rules and regulations according to the 

Administrative Procedure Act to do the following: 
(i) Define specific data elements required to be furnished to the registry by every 

healthcare facility certified by the department as a trauma center. 
(ii) Define trauma data elements that all other healthcare facilities shall be required 

to furnish to the registry. 
(iii) Establish a process for submission, analysis, and reporting of registry data. 
(c) Required reporting to the state trauma registry is contingent on LERN providing 

adequate financial support through the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund to 
cover administrative costs. 

(7) Work with the department to develop stroke and ST segment elevation 
myocardial infarction (STEMI) systems that are designed to promote rapid identification 
of, and access to, appropriate stroke and STEMI resources statewide. 

B. In addition to its function as provided in Subsection A of this Section, the board 
shall have the following powers and duties: 

(1) To enter into any contract related to its responsibilities in compliance with this 
Chapter and other state laws. 

(2) To employ an executive director and necessary staff to oversee the operations 
of the network and to be responsible to the board for the administration and coordination 
of all aspects of the network. 

(3) To standardize and review performance indicators that evaluate the quality of 
services delivered by the network and to ensure that improvement in the quality of 
services delivered is accomplished and documented. 

(4) Shall apply for all available appropriate public and all available appropriate 
public and private federal grants, donations, or gifts of money or services from any 
available source. 

C. (1) The board shall submit an annual written report to the Senate and House 
committees on health and welfare at least thirty days prior to each regular session. The 
report shall include a summary of the data relevant to the goals set forth in Paragraph 
(A)(2) of this Section and all other information relevant to trauma-patient care and its 
delivery in Louisiana through the network. 
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(2) The board shall submit any additional reports or information to the secretary of 
the department upon request of the secretary and the Senate and House committees on 
health and welfare upon request of the chairman of either committee. 

D. (1) The board may accept grants, donations, or gifts of money or services from 
public or private organizations or from any other sources to be utilized for the purposes 
of the board. 

(2) There is hereby created in the state treasury, a special fund called 
the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund. The source of monies deposited into 
the fund may be any monies appropriated annually by the legislature, including federal 
funds, any public or private donations, gifts, or grants from individuals, corporations, 
nonprofit organizations, or other business entities which may be made to the fund, and 
any other monies which may be provided by law. 

(3) Monies in the fund shall be invested in the same manner as monies in the state 
general fund, and interest earned on investment of monies in the fund shall be credited 
to the state general fund. Unexpended and unencumbered monies in the fund at the end 
of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund. 

E. Subject to any appropriation by the legislature, monies in the fund shall be used 
as directed by the board solely to fund grants, projects, and services which will address 
the goals and objectives of the board as authorized in this Chapter. 

F. In addition to annual reports to the legislature, the board may publish documents 
and materials intended to further the mission or purpose of the board. 

 Acts 2004, No. 248, § 2, eff. June 15, 2004. Amended by Acts 2010, No. 934, § 
1; Acts 2018, No. 206, § 4. 

 
§ 2845.1. Public records exception 

 Patient and peer review data or information submitted or transmitted pursuant to 
this Chapter to the trauma registry, the board, any committee acting on behalf of the 
board, any hospital or pre-hospital care provider, any physician or other direct care 
provider, any regional commission, any emergency medical services council, emergency 
medical services agency, or other group or committee whose purpose is to monitor and 
improve quality care pursuant to this Chapter, shall be confidential and exempt from the 
provisions of law relative to public records as provided in R.S. 44:4.1(B)(26). 

Added by Acts 2010, No. 934, § 1. Amended by Acts 2018, No. 206, § 4. 
 

§2846.  Rules and regulations; Department of Health and Hospitals 
A.  The board shall adopt and revise such rules and regulations as may be 

necessary to enable it to carry into effect the provisions of this Chapter.  Such rules and 

regulations shall be promulgated in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act. 
B.  The rules and regulations shall be submitted to the House and Senate 

Committees on Health and Welfare. 
C.  Upon request of the board, the department shall provide advice, information, 

and assistance to the board concerning rules to be promulgated by the board. 
Acts 2004, No. 248, §1, eff. June 15, 2004. 
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§ 2798.5. Limitation of liability; Louisiana Emergency Response Network 
A. Legislative intent. The provisions of this Section are intended to provide for a 

limitation of liability for any authorized and duly licensed or certified person or juridical 
person who specifically acts in accordance with protocols adopted and promulgated by 
the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Board for the transport of trauma and time-
sensitive ill patients. The protocols are developed to facilitate the timely and appropriate 
delivery of patients to the most appropriate care site for the definitive treatment of injuries. 

B. Liability shall not be imposed on any authorized and duly licensed or certified 
person or juridical person who acts in good faith and within the scope of applicable 
protocols adopted and promulgated by the Louisiana Emergency Response Network 
Board (R.S. 40:2842(1)) for the Louisiana Emergency Response Network (R.S. 
40:2842(3)), in accordance with the statutory mandates provided in R.S. 40:2842 et seq., 
for damages from acts or omissions resulting in injury, death, or loss, unless such damage 
or injury was caused by willful or wanton misconduct or gross negligence. 

C. The provisions of this Section shall not supersede the provisions of R.S. 
9:2798.1 or apply to claims covered by R.S. 13:5101 et seq., R.S. 40:1237.1 et seq., 
or R.S. 40:1231.1. 

Acts 2007, No. 360, § 1. Amended by Acts 2008, No. 220, § 2, eff. June 14, 2008. 
 


